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them for several days and nights in succession, bringing or sending back most valuable intelligence. Most of them were recruited from South Africa, some being white and some coloured, while some of them came from other parts of the world. One of the latter was Mr. F. R. Burnham, the famous American scout. He was a great acquisition, and carried out many hazardous enterprises with skill and success.
The army being at last more or less reorganised and re-equipped, we set out for Pretoria on the 3rd May. The general plan was to advance on a front extending from Ladysmith to Kimberley, Buller on the right with about 45,000 men, Hunter and Methuen on the left with 10,000, the columns in the centre directly under Lord Roberts being about 43,000 strong. Brandfort was occupied the same day with the loss of about half a dozen men ; the passage of the Vet river was forced two days later ; the Zand river, the next obstacle, was crossed on the loth, with the loss of about a hundred men ; and on the following day Kroonstad was abandoned and President Steyn went off to Lindley, proclaiming that place to be the new capital and seat of government of the Free State. From that time onwards organised co-operation between the two Republics ceased, the Free Staters apparently thinking that as they had borne the brunt of the British attack for nearly three months it was for the Transvaalers and not for them to defend the Transvaal. British headquarters entered Kroonstad on the I2th May and remained there for ten days, so as to allow the railway in rear to be repaired and the army to be pulled together once more.
I have already mentioned that Grierson held the appointment of Assistant Adjutant-General, but as a matter of fact he was charged with duties belonging to the department of the Quartermaster-General, a curious feature in the organisation of the headquarters staff being that it contained no officer designated by the name of that department. It was Grierson's business to allot accommodation for the troops, and in order to improve upon the defective arrangements made at Bloemfontein for the disposal of the sick he allocated the church and other public buildings in Kroonstad for theve nearly so fast as hadheicers andmand. Thenwhilepublic men, or having in them some particle of good, hadapsize. The passage of rivers is also made on rafts of inflated skins supporting a frameworkiably two months' imprisc
